Cryopreserved homografts in aortic and mitral prosthetic endocarditis: expanding the use of biological tissues in complex cardiac infections.
The case of a 27-year-old male heroin addict suffering from mitral and aortic prosthetic valve endocarditis is presented. Double valve re-replacement was performed using cryopreserved aortic homografts. Aortic root replacement with coronary re-implantation and intra-atrial valve implantation for mitral valve replacement were the techniques used. Despite the fatal outcome of this case, it clearly illustrates the possibilities of expanding the indications for combined complex replacement of heart valves by using fully biological tissue of human origin.